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..... The enclosed translation of a communication dated 18 March 1977

is transmitted to the Permanent Missions of the States Members of the

United Nations at the request of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of

the Comoros.

11 April 1977
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THE COMORIAN STATE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
No. L9/MAE

Moroni, 18 March 1977 -

The Minister for Forelgn Affairs of the Comorian State presents
his compllments to the Secretary—General of the United Nations and
hes the hcnour tovtransmlt to him a copy of Ordinance No. 76f038/CE of
15 June 1976 setting the limit of the territorial waters at 12 nautical
mileé and establishing an exclusive economic zone set at 200 nautical
miles; in the absence of ahy special agreement the breadth of the
exclusive economic zone shall not extend beyondva median line all
points on which are equidistant from the baselines of the Comorian
coastline and the coastlines of foreign countries facing it.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Comorian State would be
grateful if the Secretary-General of the United Nations would bring
the contents of this note and the text annexed thereto to the attention
of States Members of the United Nations.

‘ThejMinister for Foreign Affairs of the Comorian State takes this
occasion to renew to thé Secfetary—General of the United Nations the

assurances of his highest consideration.

The Secretary-General

The United Nations

/Signed]  MOUZAOIR ABDALLAH
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THE COMORIAN STATE
The Head of State
ORDINANCE No. T6-038/CE

specifying the limits of Comorian

territorial waters.

THE HEAD OF STATE

Considering the Declaration of the Chamber of Deputies of 6 July 1975
proclaiming the independence of the Comoros,

Considering the Constitutional Declaration of 31 December 1975
concernihg the executive,

Considering the claims, put forward by the countries of the third
world at the international conferences on fhe law of the sea cﬁnvened
by the United Nations at Caracas, Geneva and New York,

Considering the necessity of these measures,

DECREE AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1 - The limit of Comorian "territorial waters' shall be
set at 12 nautical milgs. |

The sovereignty of the Comorian State accordingly extends to the
air space above and to the sea-bed and subsoil included in the territorial
vatefs.
Article 2 - The limit of the "exclusive economic zone" shall be éet
at 200 natical mileg.

All natural resources, living and non-living, in the "economic zone"
shall belong exclusively to the Comorian State, whether they are on the
sea-bed or the ocean floor, in the subsoil,Aor on the surfacevof the

sea area thus delimited.
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Article 3 - In the absence of any special agreement, the breadth
of the "exclusive economic zone" shall not extend beyond a median

line all points on which are equidistant from the baselines of the
Comorian coastline and the coastlines of foreign countries facing it.
Article 4 - This ordinance shall be registered, published in the
Official Gazette of the Comorian State end communicated to whomever it

may concern.

Moroni, 15 June 1976

Head of the Comorian State

Signed: ALI SOILIH

CERTIFIED TRUE coprPY

the Secretary-General
/signed]

ABDOULKARIM SAID OMAR
COPIES

All Ministers

National Defence

All Governors and Deputy Governors
All Services

Radio-Comoros

JOEC

Trade Office
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